^NDIAN RECREATIONS                    S3

SHAH Vilum was Invited to the throne of Delhi
by Abtklla ; and the fate of the Mahomedan princes
haftened to its decifion, which was effected by the
celebrated battle of Panniput. Never fmce the fatal
conteft between the fons of Allumguire, had Hin*
doftan beheld fuch numerous armies in the field,
or a combat maintained %vith fuch obftinate valour*
On the fide of Abdalla and the Mahomedans there
were 150,000 combatants ; on that of the Mahrattas
1200,000 men* The deeds of valour performed, and
the carnage of both armies were incredible j but
fortune declared in favour of Abdalla* The num-
ber of the Mahratta prifoners taken wasimmenfe, and
the rout of their army fo complete, that they have
ever fmce laid afide all thoughts of univerfal em-
pire in Hindoftan, and their power has continued
to decline.

BALLAJEZ, who fuflcred this fignal defeat from
the army of Abdalla, fcon died, and was fucceeded,
in their turns, by Maderow, and his fon Narrain ;
the latter being murdered by Ragoba, his uncle, left
the Poonah government in a Hate of great diltradion.
The widow of Narrain produced a fun \iho was ac-
knowledged heir ; and the infamous Ragoba, depofed
by his fubjecls, unfortunately drew in the govern-
ment of Bombay to eipoule his caufc, by offering ad-
vantageous grants to the Company. The war that
enfued terminated difgracefully for both parties ; lor
Ragoba was furrendered to his enemies, and the
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